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Continuity and Creativity in Mission 

Hello, my name is Erwin. I've been working in Africa and Asia planting churches, making disciples for the 

past 20 years.  And for the last three years now helping to lead our organization is to other men, our 

International Organization working with these Muslims.  

So, the theme for today is Innovation in Missions. When I was thinking about this, immediately, two 

words came to my mind which I would like to highlight and then talk about. One is Continuity.  And the 

other one, Creativity. So, let me first share about continuity and I would like to share a verse in Romans 

1:5 that we all know. "Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we receive grace and apostleship to call all the 

nations to the obedience that comes from faith for His name's sake." This call has not changed since 

Jesus has left the Earth. It's continuation to follow this call and to do the apostolic work to see all 

peoples and places being reached for Christ.  

Five points I would like to highlight briefly, what it means to continue doing what we have been doing in 

the past years. First of all, abiding. We know we can do nothing without Christ. We have to abide in Him 

and stay connected with Him. Then I would say, praying, fasting, worshipping and other spiritual 

disciplines that are feeding the abiding that help us to stay connected or help us to grow in our 

understanding with the Lord. The ministry of the Word, that's the third point of continuation, we need 

to continue sharing the Word.  This could be done by discovering Bible studies, by teaching, by training, 

by sharing the Word by contextualized approaches but the Word has to be shared. Only through the 

Word faith comes.  The next point is seeking God's power. It seems that the Lord confirms more and 

more of His Word by supernatural deeds like healing, signs, wonders, dreams. He wants to show the 

people by confirming His Word with supernatural deeds. How much He loves them and cares for them. 

And the fifth point, Do Godly deeds. We need to show somehow through our actions -these could be 

little actions of love to show and express the love of Christ to the people or it could be to launch 

programs as well.  

Now I come to the point of creativity. And here again I would like to share a Bible verse, it says that, 

"Behold, I'm doing a new thing. Now, it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert." Isaiah 43:19. God is an innovative God He does new things over and 

over again! And that's true for our time today in missions as well. We need to hear and see what God is 

creating, doing and working alongside Him.  

Secondly, we have a lifelong calling. The time that we might be living in a city or a county for 20-30 

years has passed, but yet the story, calling on our lives on people will stay and we need to encourage 

people to live this out wherever they are in whatever circumstances they are. 

 



Thirdly, the majority world. We know that Christianity has shifted from the global north to global south. 

The majority of workers will be coming from the global south. Already now there are many indigenous 

mission movements in the global south, and more and more are coming up.  

Fourthly, partnering and collaboration. We want to partner with everybody, every organization, locals 

or foreigners, expats that share the vision to reach the unreached. Nobody can do the work on 

themselves. Collaboration is more or less within your own organization, always learning from each 

other, challenging each other, helping each other to do this.   

Making disciples and movement vision - God is doing a new thing.  We've probably never seen so many 

movements happening, movements of disciples to Christ, and churches like today and we expect that 

Revelation 7:9 that crowds of people from every language and tribe and nation before the throne. We 

are living in this time and we want to have a vision and expectation and faith that the Lord is continually 

doing this even in bigger numbers and in faster ways.  

Kingdom depth and breadth -the next point. Some people want to go deep only and others want to go 

far and large only and I think it is a both/and. We want to go deep and pray for disciples that reflect 

more and more the image of Jesus and through the depths they automatically will bear fruit and it will 

multiply and we will go far as well. So it's not an either/or it's that both/and. 

Leadership development - here again, there is character and competence. It's not either/or. It's a 

both/and. The next generation, youth, women, children, this is an ongoing challenge for us and will be 

bigger and growing. The earth urbanization is growing more and more, and people groups are not 

anymore so easy to distinguish for the people group is. Actually, new groups are formed together from 

different peoples that are forming new groups in bigger cities, and so the urban context will be a big 

challenge for us. At the same time, opportunity to reach the peoples and places in these bigger cities 

and they can go back to their indigenous villages and bring the Gospel back. 

And the last point is media and technology. Yes, some people think that's the answer to missions today 

and others are very much afraid. They think it's too dangerous security-wise. I think we need to be wise 

to use this tool in a great way. For sure, there are challenges that are going with it, but we cannot 

neglect the media, the technology, artificial intelligence, all of these coming up can be enormous open 

doors to bring the Gospel to the least-reached people in this world with all the wisdom needed of doing 

this. And there might be different approaches to that but that's where I think the creativity is so crucial. 

To wrap up, when I think about innovation in missions, we need to continue doing what we have done in 

the past 2000 years and we need God's creativity to actually respond to what He is doing and to the 

ever-changing world so that we can bring the Kingdom of God and the Good News of Jesus the best way 

possible. Thank you so much. God bless you. Bye-bye. 

 

 

 


